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the   French   Académie   d’Architecture   since   1993,   and   an   ICOMOS-France   board   member   since   1996.  

As   a   specialist   of   the   built   heritage   Christiane   Schmuckle-Mollard   has   been   vice-president   of  
ICOMOS   and   remains   an   ICOMOS   expert   for   the   UNESCO   World   Heritage   Center   and   especially   for  
20th   century   architecture.   She   wins   in   2018   the   World   Monuments   Fund/Knoll   Modernism   Prize   for  

the   for    the   rehabilitation   of   the   Karl   Marx   School   in   Villejuif,   France.  
 
 
SUMMARY:  
When  inaugurated  in  1933,  André  Lurçat’s  Karl  Marx  school  in  Villejuif,  south  of  Paris,               
was  celebrated  as  the  “most  modern  school  in  France”.  In  1996,  the  school  was  listed  as                 
an  historical  monument.  However,  it  had  by  that  time  become  too  confined  as  school  and                
needed  to  be  brought  up  to  21st  century  standards  to  conform  with  new  building               
regulations.  The  challenge  was  to  strike  a  fair  balance  between  a  restoration  focusing  on               
preservation  and  one  increasing  the  school  capacity,  without  sacrificing  the  functionalist            
principles  that  made  the  building  famous  –  chiefly  the  use  of  daylight  and  transparency.               
A  redistribution  of  space  and  the  construction  of  an  extension  created  an  additional  1500               
square   meters.   The   project   was   completed   in   2013,   at   a   cost   of   €16   million.   
 
The  two  main  interventions  consisted  in  turning  the  gymnasium  into  a  canteen  and  in               
increasing  the  surface  dedicated  to  teaching  through  the  addition  of  a  new  wing.  The               
original  gymnasium  no  longer  met  the  needs  of  the  school  or  regulatory  standards  for               
sports  facilities.  Converting  the  former  gymnasium  into  a  canteen  with  a  capacity  of  240               
seats  made  it  possible  to  relocate  the  school’s  documentation  centre  to  the  space              
originally  occupied  by  the  school  restaurant  and  thereby  maintain  the  configuration  of             
the  classrooms  in  conformity  with  the  original  project.  The  schoolyard  is  now  enclosed  on               
its  Southern  part  with  a  new,  lower  wing  which  houses  rooms  for  arts,  science  and                
technology  classes.  This  quite  contemporary  element,  designed,  however,  in  keeping           
with  the  spirit  of  the  place,  remains  neutral  alongside  the  original  architecture.  In  the               
sense  of  article  21.1  of  the  Burra  Charter,  this  reversible  adaptation  has  a  minimal               
impact  on  the  functionality,  the  significance  and  the  perception  of  the  school  as  planned               
in   1933.  
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After  a  few  years  working  as  a  professional  architect  in  Brussels  and  Munich,  Christiane               
Schmuckle-Mollard  was  appointed  Director  for  architecture,  town-planning,  and  environment  in           
Val-de-Marne.  In  1891,  she  passed  the  competitive  entry  examination  for  Chief  architect  for              
french  historical  monuments.  Since  1981,  Christiane  Schmuckle-Mollard  was  in  charge  of  heritage             
in  different  regions  of  France  and  directed  studies  and  restoration  works  of  more  than  hundred                
very  important  historical  buildings  such  as  cathedrals,  abbeys,  castles  and  private  mansions.  From              
1985  on  she  also  participated  to  numerous  competitions  for  contemporary  architecture,  in             
particular  with  Jean  Nouvel,  Claude  Vasconi,  and  in  some  projects  with  the  designer  Dominique               
Averland ;  she  is  now  recognized  as  an  authority  in  the  field  of  adaptive-reuse  of  17th  and  18th                  
century  and  1920's  -1930's  buildings.  She  has  been  fellow  lecturer  at  the  School  of  Architecture  of                 
Paris  7  (1984-1987),  at  the  Cours  de  Tunis  (1993-1995)  and  at  the  University  of  Maine  (France)                 
since  1996  (CUEP,  Faculty  of  Letters).  Since  1987,  she  has  participated  to  numerous  international               
symposia  and  seminars,  specifically  on  adaptive-reuse  of  existing  buildings,  integration  of            
contemporary  structures  in  historic  buildings,  conservation  techniques  of  traditional  coatings  and            
preservation  of  gothic  cathedral  structures.  In  1995,  Christiane  Schmuckle-Mollard  initiated  and            
international  debate  on  "facadism"  and  its  consequences  in  European  capitals.  In  1988,  she              
contributed  to  researches  on  « Traces  of  the  Sacred »  in  restoration  and  adaptive-reuse  of  religious               
buildings.  
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URBAN   PLANNING   AND   DESIGN  
Responsable  for  research  and  implementation  of  a  ZPPAUP  (protected  area  of  architectural,  urban,              
and  environmental  heritage)  in  Sète  (France)  from  1985-1988  and  in  Bonifacio  (Corsica)  since              
1996  
 
RESEARCH,   PUBLICATION   AND   CONFERENCES  
-   Protection   of   historic   stained-glass   windows   with   glass   walls -  Reuse  and  conversion  of  historic       
buildings  
-   Conservation   of   historic   coatings   (technique   and   polychromy)  
-   “Façadism”   and   its   devastating   consequences   in   Paris  
-   Contemporary   lay-outS   in   ancient   buildings  
-   Birth   of   the   Modern   Movement   in   France  
-   Jesuit   architecture    in   France  
-   Le   Corbusier « Machine   à   habiter   et   Patrimoine   Mondial »  
-   Restoration   of   the   of   the   Karl-Marx   School   :  
-  Authenticity  and  re-use  of  the  Karl-Marx  School  by  A.  Lurçat  adapting  a  major  landmark  of  the                  
modern   movement  
 


